
Scale-Up Academy 2027
a 12-month, cohort-based scale-up programme for teams with an existing software 

or hardware-based pilot or prototype of an AI application starting in January 2027

Expression of interest for joining the scale-up academy 

contact: inessa.seifert@vdivde-it.de

https://app11.vdivde-it.de/?m=6014&goto=Survey_EXPANSE-AI_ScaleUp_Acadamy


EXPANSE AI – strengthen the European AI value chain



EXPANSE AI Mission: Bridge the Innovation Gap

EXPANSE AI connects promising 
research results and pilot teams 
with potential customers and 
investors, facilitates partnerships 
and introduces real-world 
perspectives needed to move 
research towards trusted market 
application



2026: Researchers, Startups & 
Innovators
• Expression of interest until 24 October 

• Co-Creation Workshops
• 16 November 13:00-15:00 

• 17 November 09:00-11:00 

• 17 November 14:00-16:00  

https://app11.vdivde-it.de/?m=6014&goto=Survey_EXPANSE-AI_ScaleUp_Acadamy






Innov AItrix

• The Scale-Up Academy builds on 
the Innovatrix methodology, used 
by imec.istart to coach tech start-
ups, combining two linked steps:

• Map: Capture knowledge and 
assumptions for promising AI use 
cases in an eight-element business 
model canvas.

• Validate: Test critical assumptions 
through existing evidence and 
targeted testing activities.





inessa.seifert@vdivde-it.de

Expression of interest for joining the scale-up academy 

mailto:inessa.seifert@vdivde-it.de
https://app11.vdivde-it.de/?m=6014&goto=Survey_EXPANSE-AI_ScaleUp_Acadamy
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